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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 71-80 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) ^ Claim(s) 76 is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 71-73 and 75 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 74 is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of group claims 71-77 in the reply filed on 
6/18/2009 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 78-80 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 6/18/2009. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) submitted is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Oath/Declaration 

5. The Oath/Declaration filed on (ABC) is acceptable. 

Specification 

6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because reference numbers to the drawings 
must be removed. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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8. Claim 77 recites the limitation "the same number to encoding units of the same part of 
the N items" in lines 2-3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(c) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

10. Claims 71-73 and 75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Koide 
(U.S. Pat. No. 7,079,696). 

As to claims 71 and 72, Koide (fig. 1) discloses an encoding apparatus comprising: 
means for creating N items of encoded data from one received content (col. 4, lines 23-35; where 
Koide teaches an encoding apparatus including first, second, third and fourth compressing 
encoders for creating compressed image data and item of image data). Furthermore, Koide 
discloses means for consolidating the items of encoded data into at least one file as a single item 
of encoded data, (see abstract; where, Koide teaches first and second compressed image data 
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resulting from the encoding is gathered in a single image file in a single creation unit 4). 
According to Kiode, the number of items is a positive integer equal to or greater than 2 (col. 4, 
lines 28-30; where Kiode teaches uniting more than one item.). 

As to claims 73 and 75, the claims differ from claim 71 by the additional limitation 
"means for merging the N items of encoded data on a frame basis with the N items of encoded 
data shifted with each other by a predetermined length of time." However, the limitation are 
obvious and well known in the art, as evidenced by Koide (col. 8, lines 4-20, lines 50-53; where 
Koide teaches a compressing encoding method which uses cosine transform for shifting merging 
items and shortens processing time.). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

11. Claim 74 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

12. Claim 76 is allowed. 

Claim 76 is allowable because none of the cited references either singular or in 
combination discloses "an encoding apparatus including: means for encoding the content in such 
a way that the encoded data can be decoded even if the same part of the content is exchanged 
among the N items of encoded data on a per-encoding basis." 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fritz Alphonse, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3813. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-6:00, Alt. Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Baderman, can be reached at (571) 272-3644. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3824 

Information regarding the status of an application may also be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Fritz Alphonse/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2112 



